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At one time while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them this question: “What think ye of Christ? Whose son 
is He?” The answer they gave to this question was a characteristic 
one: “The son of David.” They expected a Messiah who should be 
merely the “son of David,” a mere man, who should come in splendor 
and might, raise up again the kingdom of David and Solomon to 
its former grandeur, deliver His people from temporal bondage, and 
make it once more great and powerful in the eyes of the world. And 
because Jesus did not answer this expectation, therefore they rejected 
Him, and, as we heard on Good Friday, finally brought about His 
crucifixion. 

Now in all ages, my friends, there have been those who have 
followed in the footsteps of the Jews: there have always been those 
who have either rejected Christ entirely, or who have merely seen in 
Him the “son of David,” a mere man. In the first place, the greatest 
number of men have rejected Him entirely. The great multitude of 
infidels and scoffers have always looked upon Christ as an impostor 
and liar, upon the Bible as a book of myths and fables, and upon 
Christianity and religion as a deception and fraud. Then there are 
a great number of those who, like the Pharisees, consider Christ 
merely the “son of David,” only a man; a good, holy, virtuous, wise 
man, it is true, but still only a man, whose life is an example for 
us to follow, and following which we may reach heaven. Finally, 
however, there are also those who, with Peter, answer the above 
question by saying: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” who see in Christ not merely a good and holy man, but also 
the Son of God, the promised Savior from sin, death, and eternal 
damnation; who, recognizing their sinfulness, and corruption, and 
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utter helplessness, and knowing that they are unable to save them- 
selves, find that they need more than a holy and perfect man’s ex- 
ample to follow—that they need a Savior to atone for their sins 
and to reconcile them with God. 

Now, my hearers, which of these opinions concerning Christ shall 
we adopt? How shall we answer the question: “What think ye of 
Christ?’ Shall we reject Him as an impostor? Or shall we consider 
Him a mere man who came to set us a good example of a holy life? 
Or shall we accept Him as the promised Savior from sin and eternal 
damnation? Oh, is it possible that there should be any among us 
here to-day who are in doubt as to how to answer this question: 
“What think ye of Christ?” If there are such, there is one thing 
that ought to dispel all doubt from their minds. Yes, there is one 
thing that powerfully proves the divine Sonship and mission of 
Christ, and, like no other thing, can strengthen and confirm our 
faith in His redemption. It is my purpose to speak to you to-day on 


CHRIST’S RESURRECTION AS AN EVIDENCE OF HIS DIVINE 
MISSION; 
I shall endeavor to show, 
1. How Christ's resurrection proves His divine mission; 
2. How we should therefore be influenced by tt. 


2 i 


In the verses immediately preceding our text we are told how 
Christ went into the temple and drove out the venders of oxen and 
sheep for the sacrifices, and how He upset the tables of the money- 
changers, and told them not to make His Father’s house an house of 
merchandise. Now, even this act of Christ ought to have been 
sufficient evidence to show the Jews that He possessed more than 
human power and authority; for how else could He have driven 
this multitude of vile filchers out of the temple single-handed? But 
they did not want to acknowledge Christ’s authority and so ask 
Him, “What sign,” ete., 7. e., Show us a miracle to prove to us that 
you are sent by God to do such a thing as this! Knowing their 
hardness of heart, Jesus does not vouchsafe them a sign, but merely 
refers them to a future sign, to His resurrection: “Destroy this 
temple . . . temple of His body.” 


A. Now here we notice that Jesus likens His body to the temple 
at Jerusalem. 


a. This temple with all its appurtenances was an image, a shadow 
of His body, His work. (“Shadow of things to come, but the body is 
of Christ.” Old Testament sacrifices were images of “the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world;” Old Testament high 
priest of the true High Priest, of whom we read: “Such an High 
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Priest became us who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners, and made higher than the heavens.”) 

b. In His body, His work, therefore came the antitype, the ful- 
fillment, the abolition of the Old Testament worship. When the body 
comes, the shadow passes before it; when the reality comes, the 
image vanishes. 

e. Christ’s death, therefore, was the destruction of the Jewish 
temple. Christ said to the woman of Sychar: “Woman, believe me, 
the time cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor at 
Jerusalem worship the Father.” “I will therefore that men pray 
everywhere.” Christ made all believers priests (“royal priesthood”), 
who dare approach God with their sacrifices of prayer in any place. — 
Although the wickedness of the Jews therefore brought on the actual 
destruction of the temple at Jerusalem, yet it was Christ’s death that 
rent the veil, and virtually destroyed it and its worship. 

d. In like manner Christ’s resurrection was the inauguration of 
the New Testament worship; it was the beginning of the new spir- 
itual temple, the Church, “built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner-stone; in 
whom all the building, fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy 
temple in the Lord.” “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God?” 
“Ye are the temple of the living God.” — This, then, is the con- 
nection: By destroying the temple of Christ’s body, the Jews de- 
stroyed the Old Testament worship. By raising His body, Christ 
raised up a new temple. Accordingly, His resurrection was a proof 
of His divine mission, of His authority over the temple at Jeru- 
salem, of His right also to cleanse this temple as He had just done. 
— Thus did Christ’s death and resurrection prove His divine mission, 
His Messiahship. 

B. But Christ’s resurrection proves more than His divine mis- 
sion, His authority to cleanse the temple. It also proves and shows 
the manner of His mission; it shows also what kind of a Messiah, 
Savior, He is; it shows that He is not only the “son of David,” not 
a Messiah who is to deliver his people from temporal bondage and 
restore them to temporal power. For why, then, would His body 
have to be destroyed? Why, then, should He have to die? Nay, it 
all proves that He was to be a Savior “who should save His people 
from their sins,” as the angel had said to Joseph. 

a. Christ here foretells His death and resurrection. So He fore- 
knew it. Why, then, did He not avoid it? The reason is that He 
died voluntarily, willingly. “Nobody takes my life from me, but I 
lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down and to take it 
up again.” He could have escaped it, for with one word in the 
garden He laid Judas’s crowd in the dust. He “bowed” His head 
on the cross. And in like manner He rose by His own power. 
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“J will raise it up again.” “When He was risen.” So this proves, 
in the first place, His power over death. 

b. But who has power over death? Have you and I, my friends? 
No man has power over death. All men must die, and no man can 
raise another from death, much less can any man raise himself. 
Christ is more than a mere man and, accordingly, more than the 
“son of David;” He is also David’s Lord; He is the eternal, almighty 
Son of God. As such He is the Lord of death, who can lay down His 
life and take it up again, who can raise the temple of His body three 
days after it was destroyed. 


c. But why, then, did Christ die? If He is the Son of God, is 


He not also holy and sinless?) And is not death “the wages of sin”? 
To be sure, so it is! How, then, could the Sinless One die? What 
are we to think of His death? Ah, my friends, here lies the anchor 
of our hope, the only foundation of our salvation: Jesus, the sin- 
less Son of God and David, dies, not for His sin,—for He had 
none, —but for our sins! “He was made sin for us.” “The Lord 
laid upon Him the iniquity of us all.” By His voluntary death He 
atoned for our sins, and by His resurrection He proved the sufficiency 
of His atonement. “Christ was delivered,” ete. Only the Godman 
could atone for our sins—only the Godman could overcome death 
and show Himself its victor.— That, my friends, is the only ex- 
planation for Christ’s death and resurrection. Thus does His resur- 
rection prove His divine mission, His Messiahship. Thus is His 
resurrection our hope of salvation. 


2: 

How, then, should we be influenced by His resurrection? What 
effect should it have on us? 

A. It ought to affect us in the same manner as it affected 
Christ’s disciples, v. 22. 

a. Before His resurrection they were weak in knowledge and 
faith; they were timid and full of doubt. When He spoke to them 
of His death and resurreetion, they understood Him not, perhaps 
rebuked Him. And when His suffering and death actually did come, 
they forsook Him, Peter, courageous Peter, denied Him, and all 
locked themselves up from fear of the Jews. 

b. But when Christ had arisen, when they had seen Him, heard 
Him, then what heroes, what lions they became, who could not keep 
silence and suffered a martyr’s death for their faith. 

B. So should our faith be strengthened and our courage in- 
creased by the resurrection of Christ. 

For notwithstanding all the foolish talk of worldlings and 


unbelievers, the authenticity of Christ’s resurrection is incontest- 
ably proved. 
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a. Did not the Jews do everything in their power to disprove it? 
They hired watehmen to guard Christ’s body from being stolen, and 
thus they helped only to make His resurrection the more sure. And 
when they heard that He had indeed risen, they bribed the guardians 
of the grave to tell the silly lie, that the body had been stolen while 
they slept— just as though Roman soldiers would be apt to sleep 
while on guard duty, when they knew this would mean severe punish- 
ment, if not death! If Christ had indeed not been risen, why, then, 
did they not produce His dead body? Why did they not induce His 
timid disciples by threats, etc., to produce it? Why, they knew very 
well that He was risen, but they hardened their hearts and would not 
acknowledge it. 

b. Furthermore, if Christ had indeed not risen, how are we to 
account for the miraculous change which took place in His disciples, 
as we have seen? Do you think they would have been so courageous 
to preach of Him whom they knew to be lying in the grave, of a 
dead Savior whose body they had concealed? No, that is absolutely 
inconceivable. No, they knew that He had risen; they had seen 
Him, heard Him, felt Him, had received incontrovertible proofs of 
His resurrection. That, only that, can explain the miraculous change 
in them. 

c. And, finally, is not the existence of Christ’s spiritual temple, 
the Church, another proof for His resurrection? That Church is 
built on Christ’s resurrection as its foundation and corner-stone. “If 
Christ be not risen, your faith is vain, ye are yet in your sins; then 
also they which have fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” If Christ 
had remained in the grave, the Church would have been an impossi- 
bility, the apostles would never have dared to go out and proclaim 
redemption and salvation in the name of a dead Savior. No Easter — 
no Pentecost, no conversion of three thousand souls, no founding of 
churches— the world would still be languishing in heathen darkness 
and despair. — Surely, it is rather late in the day to disprove Christ’s 
resurrection now! 

What, then, my dear hearers, shall be our answer to the question: 
“What think ye of Christ?’ Shall we reject Him as an impostor 
as does the wicked world? Or shall we see in Him merely the “son 
of David,” merely a holy, wise man, like the Jews and the rationalists 
of all times? Or shall we, with Peter, acknowledge Him “the Christ, 
the Son of the living God”? In the view of His glorious resur- 
rection, surely, it cannot be difficult to reach a decision. Surely, 
there is but one answer to give to this question: Jesus is indeed the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, and His redemption avails for 
the sin of the world. May we all accept Him as our Savior, and 
thus become partakers of His redemption! Amen. G. L. 
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Lenten Season. 
VI. 
JoHN 19, 13—16. 


All the efforts of Pilate to release Christ failed because he did 
not do what was right, but what seemed expedient for him, whether 
right or wrong. He sought to please the people. By his leniency he 
made the mob bold, and they forced the alternative upon him, to 
either condemn Christ or destroy himself, v. 12. “Amicus Caesaris” 
was the highest title of honor a Roman officer could obtain, and “non 
amicus Caesaris” was the greatest accusation that could be brought 
against a Roman officer. Tiberius, Emperor of Rome, jealous of his 
honor, would lend a willing ear to such accusations. Pilate feared 
such an accusation, v. 12b. Christ had indeed called Himself a 
king, but not an earthly king, and He was therefore not in conflict 
with the powers that be. The accusation against Him was false. 
The threat of the people urged Pilate on to a decisive action. He 
feared the wrath of emperor more than the wrath of God, as is 
evident from his subsequent action. He delivered Christ unto the 
Jews to be crucified. 


THE CONDEMNATION OF CHRIST BY PILATE. 


1. The place of condemnation. 
2. The time of condemnation. 
3. The manner of condemnation. 


ie 

Text: v. 13. When Pilate had heard the words, v. 12, an urgent 
request to condemn Christ, he brought Him out of the judgment hall. 
Pilate held the conversation with Christ in the hall, v. 9. He had 
intended to release Christ, but now this threat came. His conscience 
no doubt demanded Christ’s release, but he quieted it. He went out 
to announce the verdict publicly, as was the Roman custom. — The 
judgment seat was outside. Josephus reports that when the governor 
came to Jerusalem, the judgment seat was set before his residence, 
the old royal castle of Herod. The place, or platform, on which it 
stood, was called pavement, in Hebrew Gabbatha. It was an artificial 
elevation, probably made of stone. — 

What Pilate tried to evade by condemning Christ according to 
the wish of the people, nevertheless befell him. A few years later 
Pilate ordered a great number of Samaritans to be slain at Mount 
Gerizim. The Samaritan senate accused him of murder before 
Vitelius, the president of Syria, who ordered Pilate to go to Rome, 
to give answer to the emperor against the accusation of the Jews. 
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He was exiled, and in his exile he is said to have committed suicide. 
(Josephus, Antig. XVIII, ch. 4, §§ 1. 2.) God has ways and means 
to punish the wicked, also those who cause us trouble That is our 
consolation. It is the fruit of Christ’s suffering that God will finally 
deliver us from all our enemies. 


2. 

Text: v. 14a. The day and hour of Christ’s condemnation 
mentioned. John deems it of importance to describe the minutest 
detail of Christ’s trial. What a contrast to the repeated testimony of 
Christ’s innocence is the following solemn condemnation! The Jews 
were already preparing for the Passover. The “preparation of the 
Passover” was the day before the Sabbath, so called because the chil- 
dren of Israel must on that day prepare themselves for the following 
day, for on that day they were not allowed to prepare meals or do 
any other work. Ex. 35, 3. (Cf. Matt. 27, 62; Mark 15, 42; Luke 
23, 54.) — “About the sixth hour.” The time given. (Cf. Mark 
15, 25. — Matt. 20, 3—5; Mark 14, 35; Luke 12, 38.— Mark 15, 33.) 
Christ was condemned between the third and sixth hour, 7. e., between 
9 and 12 o’clock a. m.— They are in haste to crucify Him before the 
beginning of the Sabbath, that they might not transgress the Sab- 
bath — while they take no thought of transgressing the Fifth Com- 
mandment by condemning Christ without a cause. There are many 
even to-day who transgress the Law of God rather than an ordinance 
of man or a rule of etiquette, believing to have kept the Law, if 
they fulfill the external letter of the law. May God keep us from 
such hypocrisy! 

3. 

Text: vv. 14b—16a. With v. 14b Pilate mocks the people, 
because they had forced him to this condemnation. To this they 
tumultuously answer: v. 15a. (Cf. Deut. 19, 19.) The legal term for 
their demand. “Crucify Him!” The mode of execution they desired. 
“They cried out.” They became more and more raging and blood- 
thirsty. “Shall I crucify your king?’ Ridicule. He hates the people 
because they would not have Christ released. “The chief priests 
answered, We have no king but Caesar.” They deny that they have 
a king; they even deny their hope in the promised Messiah. They 
acknowledged Caesar as their ruler, although they hoped the Messiah 
would dethrone him and liberate them. Their confession involves 
that they ceased to be an independent nation.— Pilate condemned 
Christ to please the people, not because he took Him to be guilty. 
That was contrary to civil and divine law, Acts 25, 16; Deut. 1, 17. 
Pilate delivered Christ to the servants of the chief priests, but the 
Roman soldiers performed the crucifixion. 

By the condemning judge himself the innocence of Christ was 
proclaimed before friend and foe. Thrice Pilate declared Him inno- 
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cent. Many times he tried to release Him.’ His wife bore witness 
to Christ’s innocence. Christ was not condemned because of His 
own. sins, but because of others’ sins. Thus Is. 53, 5 was fulfilled. 

What a wonderful trial! It stands alone. Never before nor after 
did such a trial take place. What blessed consequences did it have 
for the accusers, the accused, the judge, yea, the whole world? By 
His condemnation Is. 58, 5b was fulfilled. 

Lessons. — Christ was unjustly condemned to appease our just 
punishment and condemnation. Christ suffered in His whole body 
to suffer the punishment for all sins in our bodies. Christ’s con- 
demnation is our salvation through faith. KRGaME 


VII. 


JoHn 19, 16 b—30. 
(Good Friday.) 


Good Friday is the anniversary of the saddest event in the annals 
of the history of mankind, the death of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, on the cross of Calvary. (Hymns 75, 1—3; 74, 1.) — After 
Christ had been apprehended by His enemies, brought before the 
ecclesiastical court of the Jews, and there falsely condemned for 
blasphemy, then brought to Pilate, the civil judge, who in vain at- 
tempted to release Him, He was unjustly condemned to be crucified. 
In commemoration of the end of Christ’s suffering, His ignominious 
death on the cross, the Christian Church celebrates Good Friday. 


THE CRUCIFIXION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST. 


1. The execution of Christ. 

. The title on the cross. 

. The division of His garments. 

. Ohrist’s provision for His mother. 
. The death of Christ. 


Nt Co wo 


as 

Text: vv. 16b—18. The elders and chief priests took Jesus and 
led Him away. (Cf. Acts 2, 22.) —Christ bore His cross out of the 
city to Calvary. Crucifixion must take place outside of the gates 
of the city, according to Roman and Jewish law. (Cf. Num. 15, 35; 
1 Kings 21, 18; Acts 7, 58.) This was to signify that He is cut off 
from His people, that He is cast out of the synagogue. (Of. Hebr. 13, 
12—14.) The place of crucifixion is called in the Hebrew Golgotha, 
the place of a skull, because, as travelers tell us, viewed from a certain 
point it has the appearance of a human skull. It lies northeast of the 
city. Christ was crucified as a great criminal and slave, for only 
such were crucified. He was crucified in the midst of two male- 
factors, that Scripture might be fulfilled, Is. 53 12; Luke 23, 37. — 
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As Christ was among sinners during His life, so also in death. Con- 
solation for the penitent sinners. “Jesus sinners doth receive.” 
Christ was crucified in the midst of sinners. Truth is crucified in 
the company of sinners.— Many are the lessons to learn from the 
cross of Christ. He was crucified for our sins, Is. 53; 2 Cor. 5, 21; 
John 1, 29. The cross is a place of honor for Christ, and of peace, 
grace, and consolation for us. 

May we go out to Calvary and strengthen our faith by consider- 
ing Christ’s suffering! Let us, like Christ, endure our cross, our 
trials and tribulations, with patience. 


2. 

Text: vv. 19—23. It was customary to nail a card to the cross 
describing the crime of the malefactor. The title Pilate wrote men- 
tioned the crime the Jews accused Christ of, v. 19b. This title spoke 
the truth. God can and does use the ungodly occasionally to pro- 
claim the truth. Pilate meant to mock the Jews with this title. That 
they received it as such is evident from their objection to it, v. 21. 
The title was read by many, because the place of crucifixion was not 
far from the city, which was crowded with pilgrims for the Passover, 
and it was written in the three most known languages of the day, 
v. 20. The remonstrance of the chief priests and Jews, v. 21, was 
answered with a stern refusal to comply with their wish, v. 22. He 
would no more do what they wished. As the historians picture him, 
Pilate here showed himself as an unyielding character. — Pilate did 
not yield, for he was tired of the unseeming wishes of the Jews. 
It was, however, due to the providence of God that Christ bore His 
true title on the cross. He was the King of the Jews, though they 
would not receive Him. 

Application. — Even to-day many do not want Christ to be their 
King and to rule over them. They do not want to follow His com- 
mands, especially when these are contrary to their wishes and de- 
sires, Ps. 72. 
1 3. 

Text: vv. 23. 24. Christ’s garments were His whole earthly 
possession. No earthly king. Four soldiers divided the garments 
among themselves. (Cf. Matt. 10, 9; 5, 40; Mark 15, 24.) Of 
Christ’s coat, which was without seam, woven in one piece, they 
said: v. 24. This act of the soldiers, insignificant in itself, is of the 
greatest importance because thereby the Scriptures were fulfilled, 
Ps. 22, 19. The soldiers unconsciously had to help fulfill the Scrip- 
tures. God rules in the hearts of men. 


4, 
Text: vv. 25—27. Those women mentioned in v. 25 stood by, 
i. e., near the cross. There were many others who had followed the 
Lord to Calvary out of love for Him. (Cf. Matt. 27, 54—56.) Judas 
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had betrayed his Master; Peter had denied Him; the chief priests 
rejected Him; Pilate condemned Him; all the other disciples had 
forsaken Him. Only one disciple, John, followed Him to Golgotha. 
The women had not forsaken Christ, even in death. What a rebuke 
for many Christians of to-day! 

Among the women under the cross there stood Mary and the 
disciple whom Christ loved, namely, John. From the cross Christ 
spoke to His mother, v. 26b. In His great agony on the cross Christ 
cares for His mother, thereby setting us an example which we should 
follow. That Christ entrusts the care for His mother to John is 
evidence that Christ had no natural brothers and sisters, whose duty 
it would have been to care for His mother. Christ would not have 
robbed them of this privilege. Natural rights are not infringed upon 
by faith. He bid John to care for His mother; and John did so, 
v. 23. He was obedient to His heavenly Father and to His mother. 


Application. — Christ is an example to all children. Fourth 
Commandment. Eph. 2, 3; Gal. 3, 20; Prov. 23, 22; 1 Tim. 5, 4 


5. 


Text: vv. 23—30. When His mission to the world was finished, 
all the prophecies concerning Himself and His suffering fulfilled, 
John 19, 28, Christ said, “I thirst.” (Cf. Luke 22, 37; Acts 18, 31.) 
All prophecies were fulfilled but one, which was about to be fulfilled, 
that should remain lacking, Ps. 69, 22. One of the bystanders 
saturated a sponge with vinegar, and fastening it to the end of a 
pole, “put it to His mouth.” While this drink was prepared, those 
that stood by held a mocking conversation, Mark 15, 34-36. This 
time Christ took the vinegar. When He had taken this vinegar, He 
said, “It is finished.” (Luke 18, 31.) Finished was the atonement, 
the redemption. The debt of the sins of the world was paid; the 
sacrifice for our sins was offered! The benefits of Christ’s death are 
appropriated unto us by faith.— Then Christ died, Luke 23, 46. 

Conclusion. — Recapitulate. — Christ died for us that we, who 
merited death, might have life and salvation, 1 Cor. 15, 55. 

K. G. M. 


Good Friday. 
2 Cor. 5, 21. 


Introduction. — Short resumé of the happenings of Thursday 
night and Friday. Jesus crucified, mocked, dead. The Prince of 
Life, dead; the Immortal, a prey of death and the grave. Wonderful, 
marvelous! (Cf. the immediate effects in Nature, Matt. 27, 51. 52.) 
What. does this all mean? Why must the Just and Holy die? What 
is the purpose, what the object? 
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THE CAUSE AND THE OBJECT OF CHRIST’S DEATH. 


ile 

The cause. a. Human reason says the cause of Christ’s death 
was the enmity and hatred of the Jews. Christ’s preaching was 
obnoxious to His contemporaries, and because He would not desist, 
events took their inevitable course. He, being the weaker, succumbed 
to His powerful enemies. — This much is true, the hatred and wicked- 
ness of man are the immediate cause of His death, Acts 4, 26. 27. 
Men inflicted untold agonies of body and soul upon Him, and finally 
put Him to death. Judas Iscariot, the captors in the garden, the 
council of the Jews, Pilate, the unjust judge, pronouncing the sen- 
tence of death upon Jesus in the face of his own oft-repeated decla- 
ration: I find no fault in Him; I have found no cause of death in 
Him.— But could this be the ultimate, the real cause why Christ 
died? Could not God have kept His Son against the wickedness of 
man? Matt. 26, 53. 

b. The real cause lies deeper. It is revealed in our text: “God 
hath made,” ete. God, as He often does, used the wickedness of man 
to further and carry out His plans, which, of course, does not excuse 
man. God Himself had decreed the death of His Son. He made Him 
to be sin. God’s own verdict: Jesus, the sinner of sinners, yea, sin 
itself. Therefore those terrible agonies and, lastly, death. The eternal 
counsel of God is the real, the ultimate cause of Christ’s death. 
(Cipilse53; 10; Ps. 22) toibs, Acts 2728.) 

c. But was not God unjust to decree the death of His Son who 
knew no sin? This would be the case if God had punished His Son 
thus for His own person. But our text states that God made His 
Son to be sin for us. It was God’s decree, and, therefore, the de- 
eree of the Son Himself, that in the fullness of time the Son 
was to be made man, etc., to redeem those that were under the 
Law, etc. Is. 58, 6c; 45, et al.—Ps. 40, 7. 8; John 4, 34; 6, 38. 
This counsel of God was now being carried out. That was the real 
cause and reason of Christ’s death. The Father said: “Go forth, 
my Son, and bail the children that are doomed to hell,” ete. And 
the Son answered: “Yea, Father, yea, most willingly,” ete. Thus 
Jesus died in accordance with the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God, Acts 2, 23. 


2 


And the object of His death? (Object — “that which one would 
grasp as the reward of his labors.” Fernald, Syn.) 

a. Our text gives the object: “That we might be made the 
righteousness of God,” ete.; dixacootyn Jeot = “the righteousness 
which God bestows on man,” or: “the righteousness that avails before 
God (quae Deo satisfacit).” (Winer, Andover, 1904, p. 186.) It makes 


60 N SERMON OUTLINES. 


no material difference which of the two explanations we accept. With 
Luther, we prefer the latter. In Christ, through His death, we were 
to receive such righteousness. — We all need it, for we all must 
appear before the judgment-seat of God. We have no such righteous- 
ness of our own; for we are transgressors and rebels against God, 
alienated from God, Is. 53, 6a.b. Even Christians often find it diffi- 
cult to submit to the ways and commandments of God, to forsake 
some besetting sin. Even our best works are besmirched with sin, 
Is. 64, 6. Therefore: Rom. 3, 10. 12. 23. In order that we might 
have a righteousness which avails before God, He sent His Son and 
made Him to be sin for us. He was to work out such righteousness 
for us by obedience, suffering, and death. That is the object of 
Christ’s death. 

b. This object attained. For who was it that died for us? 
Text: He who knew no sin. He had no sin of His own to atone for. 
Therefore He could atone for our sin, the sin of those whose place 
He had taken, Hebr. 7, 26. 27. And He did atone, He did obtain 
such righteousness as we needed. He bore the punishment, etc. He 
rendered a perfect obedience, Phil. 2, 8. From the very depths of 
hell He cried: “My God, my God!” Therefore He could trium- 
phantly cry: “It is finished!” The eternal counsel of God had 
been carried out, sin was atoned for, divine justice satisfied, 
2 Cor. 5, 14b, and righteousness which avails before God was won, 
Rom. 8, 34. 

ce. Let us, then, seek righteousness in Him alone! It is offered 
to us in the Gospel, Luke 14, 17b; 2 Cor. 5, 19. 20. Let us also 
live in His righteousness, since we are delivered from the dominion 
of sin, 2 Cor. 5, 15; Rom. 6, 11. 12. 14. And clothed in His right- 
eousness let us also die. For His righteousness will avail us before 
the judgment-seat of God. — Oh, blessed message! oh, precious truth: 
“God hath made Him,” etc.! “ Thanks from my heart I offer Thee, 
Jesus, dearest Friend,” etc. (Hymn 74, 8, Am. Luth. Publ. Board.) 

Turo. BUNDENTHAL. 


Kaster Sunday. 
1 Cor. 5, 6—8. 


Easter a day of great rejoicing. The cause: “Christ, the Lord, 
is risen to-day.” Narrative of Gospel-lesson for the day.— But is 
our Easter-joy not fleeting like other joys? Not if it is of the right 
kind; that is permanent, enduring. When is it of the right kind? 
Our text answers: — 


1. If we bear in mind what a precious Passover is sacrificed 
for us. 


2. If we keep the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth. 
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a. The expression, “Keep the feast,” is taken from the Old 
Testament. Paul describes the New Testament passover in Old 
Testament phraseology. The meaning of the Old Testament term, 
“keep the feast.” The Jewish Easter was the eating of the paschal 
meal, etc. The Israelites were to partake of the paschal lamb and 
rejoice in it. For it commemorated their delivery from the bondage 
in Egypt. The apostle exhorts: “Let us keep the feast,” v. 8. Why? 
“For even Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us: therefore,” ete. 
vv. Tb. 8a. We shall consequently keep the feast aright,:our joy 
will be of the right kind, if we bear in mind what a precious Pass- 
over is sacrificed for us; if we partake of it and rejoice in it by faith. 

b. Christ is our Passover, v. 7. The Old Testament passover but 
a type of our Passover. It must be a lamb—taken from the sheep 
(de grege) — without blemish, Ex. 12. Christ the antitype, the body. 
Show this; e. g.: He also a lamb from the herd, the human family, 
but without blemish, John 1, 29; Hebr. 2, 14; John 8, 46, et al. 

ce. Our Passover, Christ, is sacrificed, v. 7; Hebr. 7, 27, Good 
Friday. For us (text); 1 Pet. 2, 24; 2 Cor. 5, 21; Rom. 4, 25a, 
et al. Satisfactio vicaria. 

d. But there is a vast difference between the Old Testament 
passover and Christ, our Passover, also in this respect. Our Pass- 
over, though slain, did not remain in death. “Christ, the Lord, is 
risen to-day.” That is conclusive evidence: a. His offering sufficient 
to atone for the sins of the world, b. that mankind is justified in the 
sight of God (text: “Ye are unleavened. For even Christ,” ete.). — 
What a precious Passover! Bear that in mind, and your Easter-joy 
will be of the right kind and will endure, giving you sweet comfort 
under the burden of daily sin. 


2. 


In order, however, that our joy be of the right kind and that we 
keep the feast aright, we must keep it with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth. 

a. We are already “unleavened,” “clean,” John 13, 10, on account 
of our Passover, Christ, of whom we partake by faith; a new, spir- 
itual life in us. But, nevertheless, the old Adam is still very active 
in us, Rom. 7, 18f. (Fifth Petition.) 

b. Therefore we must daily purge out the old leaven, that we 
may, ete., v. 7a. This again Old Testament phraseology. If the 
Israelites would keep the feast aright, they must purge out all leaven, 
Ex. 12, 15. Itis a part also of the proper keeping of the New Testa- 
ment passover, Easter, to purge out the old leaven. Therefore the 
exhortation, v. 7a. Old leaven — the old Adam, v. 8, sin in its 
every form. No sin dare look too small and unimportant to us; for 
a. “Know ye not that a little leaven,” etc, v. 6. A “small” sin, if 
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permitted to go unchallenged and uncombated, soon grows until it 
extinguishes faith. b. We are “unleavened,” v. 7. We must show 
that by our life. It would be a denial of our nature as Christians 
if we would not purge out, ete., and keep the feast with the un- 
leavened bread of, ete. How necessary, then, to a proper observance 
of the feast that we purge out, etc. But if we do purge out, etc., 
then we shall keep the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth. We shall walk in newness of life. Then our Easter-joy 
will not be fleeting. It shall endure the year around, nay, our whole 
life. We shall always rejoice in our Passover, Christ, who has re- 
stored us to the sonship of God and gives us strength to walk as 
befits the children of God. Therefore: v. 8. 

Tuo. BUNDENTHAL. 


Second Sunday after Easter. 
1 Per. 2, 21—25. 


The Easter message was brought to a stricken company of men 
who were not only mourning their dead hopes, but were anticipating 
serious trouble because of their known connection with Him in whom 
they had hoped. The message brought them the light and the peace 
which their hearts and minds needed. It taught them to estimate 
correctly the real mission of Christ and the inestimable results of 
His work, finished by His death and sealed with Heaven’s approval 
by His resurrection. The message also brought them cheer, courage, 
strength for the life which they were henceforth to live by the faith 
of Him who loved them and gave Himself for them,—a life of un- 
selfish service to God and men, for which they were to expect not 
thanks, but ill usage. The message did not remove the crosses of 
the followers of Him who had made the cross the badge of disciple- 
ship with Him, and bearing the cross ungrudgingly, uncomplainingly 
a test of the genuineness of a person’s loyalty to Him. — The lesson 
before us is a very touching retrospect on the work which the risen 
Lord, once the Man of Sorrows, performed for men, and which he 
would have those appreciate who through their allegiance to Him 
have become cross-bearers. It presents 


THE CROSS OF CHRIST AS BLESSING THE CROSSES OF 
CHRISTIANS. 
1. The suffering Christ has taught Christians how to bear their 
cross. (v. 21—23.) 
Like master, like servant (John 15, 18—20), this truth uttered, 
as it were, in the shadow of the cross of Christ on the eve of the 
Great Passion, is in Peter’s mind when he lays down the law of the 


kingdom of the cross: “Hereunto were ye called, because Christ 
also,” ete. 
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Only those are true crosses of a Christian which result from his 
faith in Christ and his conduct in accordance with the word of 
Christ. For the proper behavior of Christians under such crosses 
Christ has set the standard. The crosses of the Christian must be 
copies of the original. 

Christ suffered innocently, v. 22. 

Christ suffered patiently, v. 23. 

Thus bearing his cross, the Christian thinks of His cross. The 
sorrows of Christ are mirrored in the Christian’s life, and he becomes 
“conformed to the image” of God’s Son, Rom. 8, 29. 17; 1 Cor. 
15, 49; 2 Cor. 4, 10. 11. The example is glorious, and copying such 
an example, be the effort ever so weak, is also a glorious effort. 

2. The cross of Christ has taken the sting out of the crosses of 
Christians. (v. 24.) 

No man is absolutely innocent, Christians not excepted. The 
consciousness of his own sin must dismay the Christian cross-bearer. 
After all, his own wrongdoing, his unfaithfulness, may have caused 
God to inflict his present cross as a punishment. Nor is his manner 
of bearing his cross perfectly without sin. 

Such reflections disturb, dishearten, discomfit the Christian 
cross-bearer. His heart grows weary, his mind faint, his hands sink, 
and his knees totter, Hebr. 12, 3. 12, as the specters of his sin loom 
up before him in his thorny path. 

Then it is that the cross on which the innocent Lord died who 
“suffered for us,” v. 21, rises like the day-star and bathes him in a 
pure, heavenly light. The memory of his guilt cannot haunt him any 
more as he reads the great meaning of the cross on Calvary: atone- 
ment, satisfaction, righteousness, pardon, peace. 

That vision makes a Christian strong to bear his cross after 
Christ who bore the cross for him. 

3. The cross of Christ shelters the cross-bearing Christian. (v. 25.) 

Past and present are exhibited in the closing verse of the Epistle. 
The Christian had been a wayward sheep when the mercy of the 
Good Shepherd found him and brought him back into the fold. The 
Shepherd had bought His sheep at the price of His suffering. And 
when He appoints much tribulation unto them as the way to life, 
the sheep remember that the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls is 
“the bleeding Head and wounded,” who understands human anguish 
and sorrow as no one else understands these things. And He ministers 
to His stricken and afflicted fold from the cross and by means of the 
story of the cross. The sheep are congregated about the Shepherd 
and look upon His cross as the friendly Shepherd’s crook which guides 
and protects them. That cross once led to unspeakable glory; it will 


do so again. 
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1. 


Now we thank Thee, O dear Redeemer, who hast not only suffered 
Thy body to be crucified, but wast also wounded and vexed in Thy 
soul, by envenomed arrows from so many abusive tongues, that Thou 
mightest heal us in body and soul. Let this part of Thy sufferings 
work in us a serious abhorrence of all deriding words, looks, and 
gestures; and grant that we may patiently suffer all the waves of 
undeserved abuses to pass over us with united violence, and that in 
all sufferings we may remain faithful, and willingly submit to be 
reproached with Thee, that we also may be made partakers of Thy 
glory. Amen. 

2 


O Thou faithful and ever-living Savior, we bless, we praise and 
extol Thee for shedding Thy precious blood on the cross, in our stead, 
and for pouring out Thy soul unto death, in order to redeem us from 
death eternal. Grant that we may never forget this inestimable 
benefit; and be pleased incessantly to renew the thoughts of it in 
our souls. Thou, O my Savior, by the shedding of Thy blood on the 
cross, hast accomplished the whole work of redemption, so that there 
is no need that Thou shouldst die again, and offer Thyself a second 
time, since by one sacrifice of Thyself, once offered, Thou hast per- 
fected all those who shall be sanctified, and gratefully to commemorate 
it in the sacrament which Thou hast instituted, until Thy coming 
again. Amen. 


3. 


We praise Thee, O faithful and ever-living Savior, for all the 
several species of sufferings which Thou didst patiently endure, in 
order to procure for us the forgiveness of our manifold sins and im- 
pieties before the divine tribunal. Bless, O Lord, to our souls the 
consideration of this part of Thy sufferings! May every insult, every 
indignity and unjust treatment, to which Thou hast submitted in our 
stead, be for our eternal advantage! When we acknowledge our guilt, 
and confess our sins, clothe us with the spotless robe of Thy inno- 
cence. When the consciousness of our numberless misdeeds alarms 
and terrifies us, so as to render us incapable of pleading for our- 
selves, do Thou speak for us, as our Patron and Intercessor. Make 
us sensible that Thou art the only refuge of terrified consciences, so 
that, flying to Thee, we may find life, safety, and rest, and be ac- 
quitted from all accusations brought against us at the tribunal of 
Thy heavenly Father. Grant this for the sake of Thy name! Amen. 
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